ASCC Themes Panel 
Approved Minutes
Friday, April 29th, 2022								        11:30AM – 1:00PM
CarmenZoom

Attendees: Baker, Cravens-Brown, Cohen, Conroy, Cope, Ferketich, Fredal, George, Hanlon, Heldman, Hilty, Kogan, Krok-Schoen, Lekies, Meijerink, Nagar, Parkman, Putikka, Rush, Smith, Soland, Steele, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen, Vasey, Wallace, Washburn

1) Approval of 04/01/2022 and 04/15/2022 Minutes
· Nagar, Soland, unanimously approved 
2) Health and Rehabilitation Science 4000 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World with Team-teaching High Impact Practice; also requesting 100% DL) (return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty thank the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences for their revision and appreciate the course proposer’s time in making the requested revision. Even with the revisions completed, they are unable to see how this course will fit within the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World without altering the fundamental aspects of the course and turn this into a completely new course. Therefore, the reviewing faculty respectfully return this proposal to the School so they may cancel the request and once again thank the School for their time in submitting this proposal. 
· Soland, Baker, unanimously voted to not approve 
· Themes Panel 
· Ferketich, Rush, unanimously voted to not approve ‘
3) Health and Rehabilitation Science 4590 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World; also requesting 100% DL) (return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the idea of “citizenship” be clarified within the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World proposal as, in its current state, they are unable to determine how the course is defining the term and intends to incorporate it within the GE ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the idea of citizenship and the GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs be more thoroughly incorporated into the course assignments. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the GE Goals, ELOs and a brief rationale explaining how the GE ELOs will be met be added into the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education courses. The GE Goals and ELOs can be found on the Office of Academic Affairs website at: https://oaa.osu.edu/ohio-state-ge-program. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the idea of how this course is an advanced study of Citizenship be more thoroughly developed throughout the course proposal. They acknowledge that the “Diverse and Just World” aspect of the category is thoroughly covered but are unsure how this course is an advanced study in the topic of Citizenship. 
· The reviewing faculty offer a friendly recommendation that this course might be better tooled as a GE Theme: Health and Wellbeing course rather than a GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World course. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that further details in the course syllabus be provided regarding if there will be recorded lectures students will be required to view. This will help further clarify the instructor presence within the course.
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to the feedback of the Panel. 
· No Vote 
4) WGSS 3200 (existing course previously approved for 100% DL; requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· The reviewing faculty ask that further clarification be added in the course syllabus surrounding how the idea of Citizenship is articulated and how the course will satisfy the Theme-specific GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World ELOs, especially paying attention to Theme-specific ELO 1.2. They are unable to see how the course, in its current form, is connecting to the idea of Citizenship in a way that connects it to the GE category. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask the GE Goals, ELOs and a brief rationale be provided within the course syllabus, per a requirement of all General Education courses. The GE Goals and ELOs can be found on the Office of Academic Affairs website at: https://oaa.osu.edu/ohio-state-ge-program. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend clarifying how exams will ensure academic integrity, as they currently are stated to be closed book but not officially proctored. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to the feedback of the Panel. 
· Rush, Putikka, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
5) International Studies 3350 (existing course with GE Historical Study, GE Social Science – HNER, and GE Diversity – Global Studies; previously approved for 100% DL; requesting new GE Theme: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Citizenship for a Diverse and Just World
· Cravens-Brown, Baker, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel
· The reviewing faculty ask that the instructor remove the option to call students to a testing center in a 100% distance education course, as students could be taking this course from outside of the state or country and will be unable to access the testing center and a 100% distance course should not require any in-person components. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing reference to the OSU standard grading scheme, as instructors are free to utilize any grading scheme they deem best fit for their courses and there is no standardized grading scheme for the university. 
· Nagar, Ferketich, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and one recommendation (in italics above) 
6) Agricultural Systems Management & HCS 3585 + (optional lab) Agricultural Systems Management & HCS 3586 (new cross-listed courses requesting new GE Theme: Sustainability; also requesting Team-teaching High Impact Practice if both 3585 and 3586 are taken) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty saw this course as interesting but, as presented, not meeting the intention of the GE Theme: Sustainability. The focus on digital agricultural technology as a tool appears to be the focus of the course and not the consideration of how this technology could be used to look at sustainability concepts and incorporated to meet the GE Theme-specific Sustainability ELOs. They ask that the connection to the GE Theme: Sustainability be further explored and clarified. 
· The reviewing faculty ask for additional information on how the course reading materials and lectures will speak to the GE Theme: Sustainability and to provide bibliographic information surrounding the course readings. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that additional clarification be provided  that shows how the GE Theme-specific ELOs will be engaged in the course assignments. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask that more information be added to the proposal that explains how this course is considered an advanced study of Sustainability as, while it is clear this is an advanced study on digital agriculture technology, it was unclear how Sustainability will be engaged with at the advanced level in the present proposal. 
· The reviewing faculty ask for additional information on how the course reading materials and lectures will speak to the GE Theme: Sustainability and to provide bibliographic information surrounding the course readings. 
· The reviewing faculty request that GE Goals, ELOs, and a rationale that explains how the GE ELOs will be met be added to the 3586 syllabus, per a requirement of all General Education courses. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend clarifying in the syllabus who the CFAES embedded mental health counselor (as found on page 21 of the 3585 syllabus) can be utilized by, given this will be a course taken by students across the entire university. Can students from, say, The College of Arts and Sciences utilize David Wirt’s services since they are in a CFAES course? 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing all boilerplate language referencing distance education from the course syllabus (such as on page 7 of the 3585 syllabus, where it mentions weekly modules are released one week ahead of time). 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to the feedback of the Panel. 
· No Vote 
· High Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching 
· The reviewing faculty are unable to determine how this course will meet the ELOs for the Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching High Impact Practice. Please further elaborate and clarify on the course syllabus how the different disciplines and perspectives represented in the course will be differentiated, compared, and/or brought into dialogue with each other. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that more explanation be added to explain the interdisciplinary nature of the team-teaching taking place and what each of the two disciplines are bringing to the course. 
· No Vote 
7) Food Science and Technology & FABE 3400 (existing cross-listed courses requesting new GE Theme: Sustainability with Team-Teaching High Impact Practice) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty found this proposal to be well-crafted and well-organized and clearly suited for the GE Theme: Sustainability. 
· Approved via E-Vote
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty found this to be an interesting course that is a good fit for the Theme. 
· Rush, Vaessin, unanimously approved 
· High Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching
· The reviewing faculty request additional information on the team-teaching aspect of the course and how the different faculty members teaching bring a different perspective to the course that helps explains the interdisciplinary nature of the instruction. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to the feedback of the Panel. 
· No Vote 
8) History 2702 (existing course with GE Historical Study & GE Diversity – Global Studies; requesting new GE Theme: Sustainability) (return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The updates to the syllabus have alleviated all concerns from the reviewing faculty. 
· Approved via E-Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· Rush, Nagar, unanimously approved 
9) FABE 3210 + 3211 (new courses requesting new GE Theme: Sustainability with Team-teaching High Impact Practice) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty are overall supportive of this course’s inclusion within the GE Theme: Sustainability but would like some additional information and clarity regarding the course readings. Since no readings are listed in the syllabi, it is unclear how the course will establish the context of sustainability and, therefore, they would like to see the bibliographic information for the course. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty found this course hard to review without any bibliographic materials, as they will be used to help determine if the course is an advanced study course in the idea of Sustainability. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that the information in the GE submission forms be better represented in the course syllabus as there appears to be a disconnect between the two documents. Please ensure that every topic that will be discussed is indicated within the course syllabus. 
· No Vote 
· High Impact Practice: Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching
· The reviewing faculty are unable to determine how this course will meet the ELOs for the Interdisciplinary Team-Teaching High Impact Practice. Please further elaborate and clarify on the course syllabus how the different disciplines and perspectives represented in the course will be differentiated, compared, and/or brought into dialogue with each other. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to the feedback of the Panel. 
· No Vote 
10) Comparative Studies 4420 (new course requesting GE Theme: Sustainability) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty find the Theme to be nicely integrated into the course and course description and explains how it will meet the Goals of the Theme. 
· Approved via E-Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· Vaessin, Ferketich, unanimously approved 
11) Public Health: Environmental and Health Sciences 3310 (existing course requesting new GE Theme: Sustainability & Lived Environments; also requesting 100% DL) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty note that this course is relevant to the GE Theme: Sustainability but they require additional information regarding how the course will fulfill the GE Theme-specific ELOs. While there is a lot of information presented, there is not much information explaining how the idea and concept of Sustainability will be integrated throughout the entirety of the course and, therefore, the reviewing faculty ask for clarification of this point. As an example, the Theme is noted in the syllabus as related to food, water, air, energy and land resources at all scales but the course syllabus is only examining issues of water and energy/climate in two modules. The key concern is that while the concept is a major domain of the theme, it is not presented as such; there is an implicit acceptance of connection that needs more context and framing.
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel: Sustainability
· The reviewing faculty ask that the idea of sustainability be more fully integrated within the course materials, topics, and assignments as the GE Theme: Sustainability is meant for courses that are an advanced study course of Sustainability. In its present condition, the reviewing faculty are unable to discern how this course is an advanced study of Sustainability.
· The reviewing faculty ask that a cover letter be provided that details all changes made in response to the feedback of the Panel. 
· No Vote 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments 
· Vasey, Meijerink, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel: Lived Environments 
· Kogan, Rush, unanimously approved
·  Themes Panel 
· After the meeting, it was brought to the reviewing faculty’s attention that there is a policy within the course that will bar students from attending class if they fail to complete the discussion board assignment. This will be discussed at the next meeting of the Panel and deliberated on. 

